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A JOYFUL TIME 
Welcome to EMO's March newsletter. Spring is in the air here 
in Virginia, and with the warmer temperatures come the 
spring grass, flowers and, of course, foals!  
  
In this issue of On The Go with EMO, our Tip of the Month 
touches on some frequently asked questions regarding 
breeding and foaling and the insurance policies available for 
these endeavors. Being that we've just scratched the surface, if 
you have specific questions you've wanted to ask, about this 
topic or other insurance-related subjects, please send them 
our way and we'll address them in a future newsletter. 
  
I was honored and humbled to have the EMO story told in the 
March 3 issue of the Thoroughbred Times. They've graciously 
allowed us to reprint the article, "Joy of a Job," which offers 
insight into EMO today as well as a glimpse of our past. I 
hope you'll click on the link below to see the full layout and 
sidebars on the EMO history and crew.   
   
Of course, our story couldn't be told without the support of our 
dedicated clients. Without you, there would be no EMO. So 
thank you for the opportunity to fulfill your insurance needs.   
  
Until next month! 
  
E. Sue Bopp 
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 EMO President E. Sue Bopp, pictured with EMO Agent Jonathan Rabon, says "I 

love what I do, and I am surrounded by a great team." 

 JOY OF A JOB 

Owner of insurance company combines business with 
pleasure 
 
By Liane Crossley 
 
Reprinted with permission from  
Thoroughbred Times, 
March 3, 2012 
 

E. Sue Bopp easily can explain why she has had virtually 

the same job for more than a quarter of a century. "It's like 
a hobby to me," said Bopp, president of The EMO Agency, 
Inc., an equine insurance company based in Warrenton, 
Virginia. 
  
Bopp joined EMO in 1986, three years after it was founded 
by Ernest M. Oare. She knew Oare through his father-in-
law, who served as her riding coach. When Oare sold the 
company in 1990, Bopp and her partners decided to keep 
the well-respected name.  
  
"Sometimes people still think the Oares own the company, 
but they're very gracious in passing along the correct 
contact information," Bopp said. 
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Bopp was raised on a dairy farm in the equestrian-rich 
outskirts of Baltimore where her neighbors included Pine 
Brook Farm, birthplace of 1966 Kentucky Derby winner 
Kauai King. In her youth, Bopp exercised horses for Pine 
Brook and traveled to Saratoga Race Course with the outfit. 
After graduating with a bachelor's degree from Hollins 
University in Roanoke, Virginia, she continued in the 
Thoroughbred business by working for consignors at 
Fasig-Tipton Co. and Keeneland Association sales. 
  
To read the full article, click here. 

 

 EMO: MEET AGENT 

BIL HARTMAN     

 Bil has been actively involved in the 
equine  industry for more than 50 
years as an  exhibitor,  events 
manager, judge and  breeder.   
  
 For  more than 40 years Bil has 
operated Hi  Trot Farm and shown 
Hackney ponies and  Morgan horses. 
He was a professional  horseman for 
seven years and is currently 

a  licensed United States Equestrian Federation  Steward.   
  
For the past 20 years he's owned and operated Equestrian 
Management Services in Norco, California. Bil is a licensed 
Agent and has been with EMO since 1998. 
  
Bil attended Colorado A&M University where he earned 
various Aerospace Contract Management certificates over a 
30-year aerospace career.  He currently resides in California. 

 

 

 EMO: TIP OF THE MONTH  
   

Hunting For 
Insurance?  

 
 

You might want to consider: 
 

EMO Discounted Coverages 
 

Did you know that EMO offers 
discounts on certain policies if you 
are a United States Hunter Jumper 

Association Certified Trainer? 
 

To find out more about the 
discounts offered, please contact us. 

 
To find out more about the USHJA 

Trainer Certification Program, 
please see the USHJA website 

(www.ushja.org).  
 

http://www.rideemo.com/ 
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FAQ:  
Breeding and Foaling Coverage  

  
With foaling and breeding season in full swing, you 
might wonder about your insurance options as you 
gaze at those frolicking foals in the fields. 
  

It turns out that insuring breeding and young stock 
has some unique situations and opportunities. 
Whether you're an established breeder or a first-time 
starter, here are answers to a few common questions 
you might have during your quest to produce a future 
champion. 
  

Q: I'm interested in breeding my mare, and I've 
discovered it's quite an investment. Is there 
insurance coverage to compensate me in case 
something doesn't work out? 
  

A: When breeding a Thoroughbred, you can purchase 
Prospective Foal Coverage. This coverage is generally 
used if you're breeding to a stallion whose owner 
doesn't offer a live-foal guarantee, which sometimes is 
the case if you're breeding to an older, well-
established stallion. 
  

The coverage is paid if: 
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¶ The foal is cast, slipped, aborted, absorbed or 
stillborn during the policy period 

¶ The mare dies or is humanely destroyed before 
the foal is born 

¶ The foal is born and then dies or is humanely 
destroyed within 30 days 

You're eligible for this coverage if: 

¶ You're insuring a Thoroughbred mare, age 3-
18 

¶ She's bred to a Thoroughbred stallion with a 
non-guaranteed stud fee 

¶ She's also insured for General Mortality 
¶ She has a clean health history 
¶ She has an acceptable breeding history 

The rates are determined on a case-by-case basis, and 
factors affecting the rates include the mare's age, 
health and breeding record as well as the stallion's 
fertility rate and live foal percentage over the past two 
years. The maximum limit of liability is the stallion's 
non-guaranteed stud fee. 
  

You can also include a Barrenness clause on this 
policy, which would cover you in the event that the 
mare does not become pregnant between February 1 
and July 15 of the policy period year. In this case, you 
are paid for either a Barrenness or a Prospective Foal 
loss. 
  

If you're interested in Prospective Foal Insurance 
there are other important details you should know, so 
please contact us. 
  

Q: I'm interested in having frozen semen shipped 
from overseas to breed my mare. Is there 
insurance coverage in the event that it's not viable 
when it arrives or she doesn't get pregnant? 
  

A: If you're purchasing frozen semen in quantity, say 
for a large-scale breeding operation where you are 
inseminating dozens of mares, yes, there is specialized 

EMO  
Out 'N 
About 

 
 

Join EMO Staff and Agents at these 
upcoming events: 

 

¶ FTI Winter Equestrian 
Festival Circuit, January-
April in Wellington, 
Florida  (Martha Hall, 
Blake Boyd, Nate Rolfe and 
Lisa Boswell) 

¶ HITS Ocala Circuit, 
Celebration March 13-18, in 
Ocala, Florida (Mike Moran 
and the HRTV crew will be 
there to film the grand prix 
) 

¶ Silver Dollar Circuit, March 
14-18, at the South Point in 
Las Vegas (Chris Hocutt) 

¶ Pin Oak Charity/Spring 
Gathering, March 20-April 
8, in Texas (Mike Moran)   
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insurance coverage available. However, if you're 
breeding just one or a few mares, it's not really a 
viable option. In this case, you might want to discuss 
your available options with the stallion owner. 
  
Q: I understand that insuring a foal is different 
than insuring an older horse. How does it work? 
  

A: After a foal is born, there's a tiered system in place 
for insuring him. Because a newborn foal is more 
susceptible to health and mortality issues that then 
dissipate over time, the cost of insuring him decreases 
based on his age. 
  

Here's the rate chart: 

¶ From 24 hours to 7 days 
¶ From 8-30 days 
¶ From 31-90 days 
¶ From 91-the end of the year 

If you choose to have your foal insured at 24 hours, 
you'll need an insurance exam done at that time. A 
veterinarian will take blood samples and test for IgG 
(Immunogloblin G greater than 800) and CBC 
(complete blood count). Then, you're set, and the foal 
doesn't need to be examined again, and that will be his 
rate until his renewal the following year. When he 
becomes a yearling, the rate drops. 
  

If you're breeding a Thoroughbred mare and choose 
to get Prospective Foal Coverage, this insurance 
covers the foal for up to 30 days after his birth. Then 
you can purchase his individual coverage beginning at 
31 days.  

   

 
   

 Upcoming  

EMO-Sponsored Event: 

  

Valley Division 

Client Education Seminar 
  

March 28, 6-9 p.m.  

The Virginia Horse Center in 

Lexington 

  
The seminar/dinner includes valuable 

presentations about vaccinations, 

deworming, nutrition, probiotics and 

more. 
For more information or to RSVP 

please contact 

anne@blueridgeequine.com or call 

(540) 460-5702. 
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¶ E. Sue Bopp  - EMO President rode her Chawton to ribbons 
during the HITS V Ocala Tournament in Ocala, Florida.      

¶ Mike Moran - EMO Partner and Agent is co-hosting the new 
Horseworld's Classic Show Jumping TV show, to be shown on 
Rural TV on Dish Network Sunday nights at 6 p.m. If you 
haven't checked out the fabulous promo featuring co-host 
Susie Hutchison and the bridleless Samsung Woodstock, here 
it is:  
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